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    Mosier City Council Meeting
 March 5, 2014

                                          Mosier Creek Terrace 7:00 p.m.
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Council: Mayor Andrea Rogers; Council President Arlene Burns; Councilors Emily Reed, Mary Lou Perry, Garth Kightlinger
Staff: City Clerk Kathy Fitzpatrick
Absent: None     

Excused: Councilor Peny Wallace
Community:  Sheriff Rick, Dan Rasmussen, Kate McBride, Peter Cornelison, Tracie Hornung, Darrel Roberts
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Rogers at 7:03 p.m. 
ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS 
One item was added to the agenda for Business:  Council Recommendation for Wasco County Economic Development Commissioner, Position 1 representing the Mosier area.

BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
None.  
CONSENT AGENDA

1) Approval of Minutes, February 19th , 2014
2) Review/Approve Bills
Corrections were made to the minutes by Councilor Reed and noted by Clerk Fitzpatrick. Council gave a big thank you to volunteer Tracie Hornung who attended the February 19th meeting to take minutes.
A motion was made by Councilor Burns to approve the consent agenda with inclusion of the minutes amendments. Councilor Perry seconded. There was no discussion. Motion passed unanimously.

BUSINESS 

1) Downtown Signage for City Parking and Mosier Plateau Trailhead  
Kate McBride from Friends of the Columbia Gorge presented the plan for signage along the Historic Highway in downtown Mosier to encourage visitors and hikers accessing the new Towns to Trails Mosier Plateau trail to park downtown on the UPRR leased property.  Signage includes street signs along Highway 30 and large maps located at the parking area, the Mosier Hub, and (discreetly) at the trailhead.  This project has been a collaboration between ODOT, Friends of the Columbia Gorge, and the City of Mosier.  There are grant funds available to pay for the wayfinding signage and an interpretive panel at the Mosier Hub site.  Council recommended that the street sign should read, “City and Trailhead Parking.”  Clerk Fitzpatrick will take that recommendation to ODOT.
2) Cemetery Management System Grant
Clerk Fitzpatrick presented information on a Historic Cemeteries (Oregon Parks and Recreation) grant opportunity that would fund a management system and implementation for both cemeteries.   The Mosier community has already committed a cash match of $500.00 and significant volunteer hours to the grant.
A motion was made by Councilor Reed to commit up to $1727.00 representing staff time and purchase of the software itself.  Councilor Burns seconded.  Councilor Perry reminded Council that would impact availability of staff time during that work period. Motion passed unanimously.

                3)  UPRR Meeting update
Mayor Rogers gave an update of the City’s negotiations regarding UPRR’s second track construction.  Public health and safety remains a primary concern for the City.  Access to Rock Creek Park, fencing, and donation of the UPRR property are also top concerns and can be points of mitigation for UPRR.
4)  Goal Setting Schedule
Goal setting was scheduled for March 19th, from 6 pm to 9 pm.  

5) Food Cart Permit and Associate Planner Option
City Planner Dotty DeVaney sent a written staff report detailing an opportunity for the City to save money and become more efficient at Land Use planning work by hiring the City Clerk to become the Associate Planner on an as needed basis.  The first task could be to write the ordinance and  Food Cart Permit.  Council deliberated over the extra hours that were needed for the Clerk job now that the Finance Director had retired.  Councilor Burns suggested giving Clerk Fitzpatrick this first work of the Food Cart ordinance before making a final decision.  

Councilor Perry moved to allow Clerk Fitzpatrick to work as the Associate Planner at a rate of $25.00 an hour for the specific work of the Food Cart Permit with a cap on the hours that the City Planner DeVaney can estimate.  Councilor Kightlinger seconded.
6)  Council Recommendation to the Wasco County Economic Development Commission
Council praised both candidates as valuable assets to the community and had difficulty making a choice between the two.  Council then made the recommendation of Terry Moore, who comes from an international economic development background and brings a global perspective to Mosier.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Cemetery committee  (Report given during Business)
2. Park committee
3. Public Art committee

Councilor Wallace had communicated to Council that she had too much on her plate to organize the Art Committee and projects.  Council thanked her for all of the work and many projects that she had accomplished while chairing the committee.  Dan Rasmussen was appointed as the new chair of the Public Art Committee, and will work with Councilor Reed to coordinate some of the Centennial Projects.

4. Personnel Committee
The Personnel Committee will meet March 9th at 4:30 to develop a short list from the resumes submitted last year for the Finance Director position.  The committee will also redistribute job position tasks to reflect a new streamlined Finance Director position.  The committee will also discuss and make recommendations to Council regarding the Associate Planner position.

5. Public Works Committee

The Public Works Committee worked with Wasco County Commissioner Scott Hege to locate a truck that can be surplussed at no cost to the City of Mosier.  There was a brief discussion regarding snowplowing.  Sheriff Rick was present and said that Wasco County has had to make severe cuts to their snowplowing budget.  None of their secondary roads are getting plowed.  There were two bad accidents on Chenowith during the recent storm because of a large area of ice, but the County couldn’t respond at all to gravel or plow.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilor Reed said that the 100 Year committee is meeting on March 15th at 2 pm at the library.  There are updates of all the projects online at Mosier100year.com.  She will be talking to Century Link tomorrow, March 6th, regarding the Sharing Our Gifts project and painting the Century building itself.  Councilor Reed would like to start printing brochures, which was budgeted for this fiscal year.  She asked about the process and was told that if it costs more than $100.00, she should run the cost by council first.  
Councilor Reed also reported on the email address project to secure the @cityofmosier.com addresses for Council.  She presented three options to council, one of which included an arrangement with her husband, Charles Young, to host the addresses on his server at his cost only at $20.00 a year.  She then stepped back from the discussion after fully disclosing her relationship to Charles Young.  Council deliberated and chose the Charles Young option by consensus.  The council decided that addresses would look more professional and cohesive and would also not give the impression of advertising a specific company.  Clerk Fitzpatrick would seek legal counsel regarding the propriety of contracting with someone related to a Councilor.

CORRESPONDENCE/STAFF REPORTS 
Clerk Fitzpatrick reported that the City received a grateful acknowledgment letter from ODOT regarding the quick reponse to permitting the I-84 landslide material to be moved to the Mosier Quarry.

Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.                                        Approved this 2nd day of April, 2014
                                                                            Attest:

___________________________________      _________________________________

Andrea Rogers, Mayor                                             Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City Clerk
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