Public Hearing/Regular Council Meeting
DATE: August 5, 2009
Mosier Creek Terrace
7:00 p.m.

Council: Mayor Andrea Rogers, Peny Wallace, Kathy Fitzpatrick, David Princehouse, Tim Mortenson, and Rae Jackson 
Staff: City Recorder Jean Hadley
Absent: None                              Excused: Council President Allan Rodrick,
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Rogers at 7:00 p.m. 
ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS – None  
BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE
City Recorder Jean Hadley asked Council to take a minute to read a letter submitted by Marc Berry. Berry is requesting consideration of a committee appointment regarding the intersection at Huskey Road and Third Ave. which is becoming a hazard concern to him. Hadley asked Council if they were interested in including this item on the agenda as item #4. 
Unanimous Consensus of Council was to include this as item #4. 
Gary Calaba addressed Council about his letter submitted in the packet under Information Only. He asked for feedback. Calaba proposed to volunteer to look into some options of lessening the cost of utilities. Mayor Rogers spoke about the measures taken to fund the water and sewer upgrades. The stimulus money was not available to projects which were already underway. Rogers also addressed the conservation efforts being made by different entities throughout the Gorge. Calaba mentioned a lesser amount of water allowed under the current rate structure of 0-6000 gallons at $1.50 per thousand. He suggested cutting the amount allowed in half such as 0-3000 gallons at $1.50 per thousand and incrementally increase the amount as usage occurs. Calaba spoke about hearing of the aquifer depletion and voiced his concern for more action promoting water conservation. Councilor Fitzpatrick responded with comments about what is being done by the WaterShed Council. 
BUSINESS 



1. Ordinance #149 Subdivision duration update ordinance 

Hadley directed Council’s attention to a citizen response, Scott Baker submitted a written response, and asked them to take a minute to read his concerns and comments. City Planner Dotty DeVaney submitted a response to the question from Councilor Princehouse regarding the emergency portion of the ordinance. Mayor Rogers said it does not need to be declared an emergency in this case; this ordinance can be passed without the declaration of emergency. Hadley mentioned that Baker came into City Hall that day and reviewed the changes passed in the code. Hadley stated that all the requests he made were available to him and the notice had been posted in three places for nine days previous to this meeting date. 
Motion: I move that we adopt Ordinance #149 without the declaration of emergency in the title or content of the ordinance and read it by title only for the first time. 
First: Princehouse          Second: Wallace              Discussion: Councilor Fitzpatrick stated that she was uncomfortable due to only one developer affected by passing this. Wallace said the development was approved before the economic downturn. Wallace asked if Mr. Baker was satisfied with the response he received from his office visit. Hadley felt he was satisfied when he left the office and Hadley encouraged him to write his concerns down if he wanted Council to see his concerns. Rogers reiterated Bakers comments and the response given during the hearing.       Hadley read Ordinance # 149 by title only for the first time eliminating the statement about emergency. Councilor Princehouse read Ordinance # 149 by title only for the second time not including the emergency provisions. 

Vote: Motion passed unanimously.  Ordinance # 149 will become effective 30 days from adoption; on September 4, 2009.



2. Safety Committee update 

Hadley reported how well the Safety Committee meetings were proceeding. There have been three meetings with the Water Operator, Maintenance employee, Finance Director, and City Recorder. They are productive meetings with the last one being a facility check walk through of the Maintenance Shed. The Committee reviewed a checklist for issues and concerns about the Maintenance Shed. Hadley told Council the records of the meetings are kept at the office if they wanted to review the time spent. 




3. Cemetery upkeep and records update 
Hadley reported of her visit with the director of Idlewilde Cemetery in Hood River. Cemetery Director Bob Huskey met with Hadley and Mosier Cemetery Director Donita Wilson and discussed the records process for the City of Mosier. The Map of the Cemetery is in the process of being remapped and Huskey said the City is doing more than what is required in the form of paperwork. In the future the City Attorney, along with Municipal Court Judge Steve Seymour, we will be working on finding out who owns what lots and requesting information to update our records further about ownership. Hadley said it was a very helpful and productive meeting. Hadley also spoke about the upkeep the Huskey family does at the Mosier Cemetery and how invaluable it is; however, the Huskey family would like to step down from that role and asked that the City take on the maintenance of the Cemetery. Hadley reminded Council how the maintenance employee did the maintenance in the past. The City does not own a riding lawn mower any longer and it would be a necessity. Hadley asked for Council consensus to approve of the City taking over the maintenance of the Cemetery, shop for a riding lawn mower, and inform the Maintenance employee of changes to his duties. 
Unanimous Council consensus was to direct the City Recorder to implement the ideas for Cemetery maintenance. 
                        4. Committee Appt. of Marc Berry to investigate options for Huskey and Third safety. 

Hadley reminded Council of their duty to appoint committees and volunteers to head up those committees. Marc Berry submitted written interest his intent to help find a solution to a potential hazard at the intersection of Third and Huskey. Hadley asked Council if they were interested in appointing Berry to that position. Councilor Princehouse as the Council representative for that committee agreed to contact Berry about the approach to finding a solution to the problem. 
Mayor Rogers asked for comments on foregoing the second meeting in August. There was no opposition to this request. Unanimous consensus of Council was to forego the second meeting of August. The next meeting September 2nd will include an Executive Session regarding Performance Evaluations of Public Officers and Employees. 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approval of Minutes August 5, 2009
2. Review/Approve Bills
Motion: I move that we approve the consent agenda. 
First: Wallace                                                 Second: Fitzpatrick/Princehouse 

Discussion: None                                            Vote: Motion passed unanimously. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Sign committee – No report.  

2. Cemetery committee – Report given earlier in item #3 

3. Park Committee – Fitzpatrick spoke about the Kiosk and how it is working. Councilor Mortenson mentioned a park he used outside our community which did not charge for use by its citizens. Mortenson felt that if Mosier could afford to do this it would go a long way to foster local community involvement. The Wasco County Community Service Coordinator Jack Bisset likes to work in Mosier and asks for work. Fitzpatrick identified skeleton weed as being worse than knapweed for eradication along the trail. 

Sheriff Eiesland was available to speak about visitors who refuse to pay or are behaving badly. Eiesland said that due to the fact that Rock Creek Park is open to the public it is considered public jurisdiction as far as Wasco Co. Sheriffs office is concerned and they will respond to a disturbance. 
Councilor Wallace mentioned the possibility of erecting a solar light on the kiosk. Wallace felt we need a bulletin board, and a sign that says fee station. Wallace spoke to a bat house expert who suggested three bat houses in a triangle pattern would be the best. There aren’t any Martin birds in this area. 
4.  “Art in Mosier” committee – Councilor Wallace reported of the good response received about the idea presented by John Mahar. The plan is temporarily shelved in order to check on funding opportunities. 
CORRESPONDENCE – Councilor Fitzpatrick informed Council of the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) plan. Mosier is required by DEQ and this is being conducted by Bonnie Lamb with the WaterShed Council to check water temperatures by doing a shade survey on creeks and streams in Mosier to enhance watershed areas in Mosier. A paid Fish Biologist is doing temperature monitoring which is part of the requirements. Another piece of this project is to identify plant species and Mike Igo could be involved in documenting the plants; good and bad, and mapping those out. Igo would need to be paid for his part of this project. Mayor Rogers asked that Igo present an itemized bill of his time and what we will receive for the charges. 
Hadley asked about the web-site design and where we are in the process. Fitzpatrick said that Emily Reed would like to attend a meeting to report how the web-site is doing. 

Councilor Princehouse announced that he has the new signature page for check signers for the City from Columbia River Bank and he will make sure it gets where it needs to be. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

Approved this 2nd day of September, 2009
                                                                            Attest:

___________________________________      _________________________________

Andrea Rogers, Mayor                                             Jean M. Hadley, City Recorder 
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