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8.20.010 — Purpose, Scope and Definitiong.his Chapter regulates the erection
placement and maintenance of signs to protect ahdnee public health, safety,
welfare and property, more specifically to:

A. Purpose The purposes of this sign code are:

1.

Allow those signs compatible with the charaeted uses allowed in the
zoning district in which they are located whersitlemonstrated that the
sign meets the applicable objective standardsisnGhapter.

Provide a review and permitting process for signd a process by
which those that are unable to meet all of thedsteas can obtain a
modification to those standards so long as theisigor can be made to
be, compatible with the character and uses allawéloe district, given
the specific location and other factors.

Maintain the effectiveness of traffic and otgevernmental signs.

Prohibit certain signs or portions thereof in&trfere with the safe
movement of people and emergency services, cotestitpublic
nuisance or hazard, are of unsafe constructiodistract motorists and
others in the public right-of-way by their domimagisize, appearance,
flashing or motion.
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5.

Maintain and enhance the high scenic and a&stiadlities of the city
given its scenic and historic setting in the ColiarfRiver Gorge
National Scenic Area.

B. Scope All signs, including sign structures and dispdagas or building walls
with lettering on them shall be erected and maetdionly as provided by this Chapter,
except for the following:

1.

Signs not visible from either a public rightye&y or property under
different ownership, provided such signs shall leeted and maintained
in accordance with applicable law.

Signs owned and maintained by governmental agenc

Signs inside a building, except for strobe kghit floating lights visible
from a public right-of-way, private road or othervate property.

Signs carved into or part of materials thataaréntegral part of a
building.

C. Definitions The following definitions shall control the impeetation of this

Chapter:

1.

“Abandoned Sign” includes a sign with any of thédwing characteristics
(a) a sign that does not have copy on the displehase for a period of 6
months or more, (b) a sign advertising a businesgiivity that is no longer
conducted on the premises, and (3) an obsolete sign

. “Billboard” means a sign with a display surfaceaaoé 200 sq. ft. or more.

“Display Surface Area” means the total area ofga $hat is available for
displaying advertising or an informational messag#ject to the provisions
of this Chapter.

. “Erect” or “erected” means to construct, build,exsble, alter, place, affix,

attach, create, recreate, paint, draw or in anylwang into being or
establish.

“Free-standing sign” means a sign supported fragrgtiound by its own
structure.

“Fence” and “fencing” mean any barrier or sectibareof, other than a
wall, designed to delimit a boundary or providasusl screen.

“Frontage” means the continuous distance alongpoiéic street right-of-
way line of one property.
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8. “"Governmental sign” means any sign erected, postedaintained by a
governmental entity for public purposes.

9. “Grade” means the level of the nearest sidewalload pavement.

10.“Incidental sign” means a small sign (1 sf or smdlldentifying or
advertising associated goods, products, servicécities available on the
premises, including but not limited to, tradingmspes, credit cards accepted,
brand names or price signs. Incidential signs caba free-standing signs,
but must be located on a door, window or othert@gsstructure.

11.“Maintain,” “maintained” or “maintaining” mean awtties, such as upkeep
and repair of signs or sign structures and theaogphent of sign messages
or advertisement displayed on a sign, and an &ctyi which a sign or sign
structure are permitted to exist.

12.“Natural materials” means wood, stone, brick antkror any combination
thereof.

13.“Obsolete sign” means a sign for which there icuaoent city sign permit.

14. “Portable sign” means a sign that is not permdpettached to a structure
or the ground, including A-frame signs, sandwiclros, tent signs,
streamers, strings of lights, balloons, bannegeoinants, excepting
traditional holiday decorations.

15.“Premises” means a lot or number of lots on whighsituated a business,
or a building or group of buildings designed asd.u

16.“Projecting sign” means a sign projecting more tbae foot from the wall
of a building.

17.“Roof sign” means a sign erected or maintained Wyhgdon or over the
roof of any building with the principal support tre roof structure.

18.“Sign” means any sign, display message, emblemceégfigure, painting,
drawing, placard, poster, billboard or other thihgt is designed, used or
intended for advertising purposes or to informttraat the attention of the
public, and the term includes the sign structuigpldy surface and all other
component parts of a sign; when dimensions of m aig specified, the term
includes panels and frames; and the term includ#sddes of a sign of
specified dimensions or display surface area.

19.“Sign face” means the total of display surface asiséle from one side of a
sign.
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20.“Temporary sign” means a sign that will become d¢dtsoafter the
occurrence of an event or series of events. Teanpaigns include, but are
not limited to, for sale and lease signs, garateesgns and political
campaign signs. A sign that is displayed for ntbes 60 days no longer
gualifies as a temporary sign, and a permit froenGlity is required for its
display longer than 60 days.

21.“Traffic control sign or device” means an offici@ute marker, guide sign,
warning sign or sign directing or regulating traftir pedestrians which has
been erected by or under order of the City of Mosiee state or federal
governments.

22.“Wall” means a vertical masonry structure or thriesof a building.

23.“Wall Sign” means a sign erected on a wall

8.20.020 — Permit Required.

A. Permit Required No sign shall be erected or maintained except@aaded by
this Chapter and either a permit has been issudtidcsign or the sign is exempt from
the permit requirement under Section 8.20.070 a2d.810.B.

B. Process Permits under this Chapter shall be process#tkifollowing ways:

1. A determination of compliance with applicable sgjandards shall be made
by the City Planner and processed as a Type lidecs prescribed in
Chapter 15.07 of this code.

2. A permit for a sign that requires modification efdeviation from the
applicable standards shall be processed as a Tgeeision under Chapter
15.07 of this code.

The city council shall establish a fee for signnpierapplications.

C. Changes to Existing Sign#\ny sign that is structurally altered, relocated
replaced, including a change in display, text ossage, shall be brought into
compliance with all then-applicable provisions lwktChapter. Any modification to a
sign for which a permit has been issued shall begssed in the same manner as a
permit for a new sign. If there is any changese or occupation of a site, all signs on
that site shall immediately be brought into fulhgaiance with the then-applicable
provisions of this Chapter.

D. Permit Application Application for a sign permit, including a reguéor a
threshold determination of compliance with standasthall be made in writing upon
forms furnished by the city recorder. A permit Bggtion fee shall accompany the
application for it to be processed by the city plan The amount of the fee shall be
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according to a permit fee schedule adopted by uésal of the city council. The
application shall include all plans and informatimgcessary to establish that the
proposed sign complies with all applicable requieats of this Chapter and applicable
buildings, structural and life safety codes. Tkenut shall be valid if the sign is
erected and maintained in compliance with the petime requirements of this Chapter,
and if the applicant did not misrepresent or fglsifiy information supplied in the
application. Any permit issued under this Chaptall be void if no substantial
physical action is taken, in accordance with thenpieand the applicable requirements
of this Chapter, within 90 days following the dafets issuance. Any permit issued
under this Chapter shall remain in effect for teeiqu stated on the face of the permit
and so long as the sign is maintained in compliante any permit conditions and all
applicable provisions of this Chapter.

E. Approval StandardsUnless a particular sign is exempt from obtajrarpermit
under section 8.20.070, a permit is required fbsighs. Applications for signs in the
residential zone shall be processed and approvedgh a Type | process so long as
they meet all of the requirements for the resideémidne in section 8.20.080 and the
lighting requirements in section 8.20.100. Apgiigas for signs in the commercial or
industrial zones shall be processed and approveddh a Type | process so long as
they meet all of the requirements for the commé&m@ustrial zones in section
8.20.090 and the lighting requirements in secti@®800. Where any application
cannot meet all of these standards, the applicatiayninclude a request to modify the
standards that cannot be met; in which case thiicappn shall be processed as a Type
Il permit under section 8.20.040. None of the silysted as prohibited in section
8.20.050 is allowed anywhere in the city. Any spgmmit approved by the city shall
come with it the obligation that the permit holded property owner maintain
continuous compliance with all of the applicablenstards of this Chapter and the
permit.

F. Permit Expiration and Renewahll permits issued under this Chapter shall be
valid for a period not to exceed 2 years from thgeof issuance, at which point all
permits shall automatically expire and become andl void unless renewed. To renew
a sign permit, the owner of the property and/on silgall make application to the City
explaining any changes from the previous applicaesind pay an application fee. All
renewed sign permits shall be subject to any newditions imposed on the permit and
to all requirements of the then-current Sign CadMC Chapter 8.20).

8.20.030 — Existing Signs - Conformance Requiredsigns in existence on the date of
enactment of this ordinance, codified in MMC Cha@0, that are not in
conformance with the provisions of this Chapteildiaregarded as nonconforming
signs and shall be removed, altered or replace $0 conform with the requirements
of this Chapter within 6 months of its adoptiorgluding obtaining a sign permit if
there is not already a valid permit for the si@igns in violation of any prior sign code
or ordinance shall immediately be brought into comfance with the applicable
provisions of this Chapter.
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8.20.040 -Sign Permit — Permit Required to Modify Aplicable Sign Standards.

A. Grounds for Modification of Applicable Standarddpon application by an
applicant, the city planner may grant a specifiaification of standards in this
Chapter provided all of the requirements of thigise are met. The city planner may,
at her sole discretion, elevate the decision taityecouncil. The variance provisions
in Chapter 15.04 of this code do not apply to modtfon of standards in the sign code:

1. Exceptional or extraordinary physical circumstmnapply to the property that
do not apply generally to other properties in thme area or vicinity. Such
conditions may be the result of an unusual locatioarientation of the
applicant’s building, topography, vegetation ontaeo parcel or other
circumstance over which the applicant has no ctnffbe objective of this
standard is not to allow larger or taller signg, tather to provide an
opportunity for a sign for a particular propertyeve the objective standards
simply cannot be met.

2. The modification of standards is necessaryHerreservation of a right of the
applicant substantially the same as is possess#telywners of other property
in the area or vicinity.

3. The authorization of the requested modificabbstandards will not be
materially detrimental to, or conflict with, the qposes of this Chapter or be
injurious to the use and enjoyment of other prgperthe area or vicinity, or
the public way, in which the property is locatdd.particular, the requested
sign is, or can be made to be, consistent witlthfa@acter, use and visual
aesthetic setting and the surrounding area.

4. The modification of standards requested is themum necessary, to alleviate
the identified hardship.

B. Permit Fee At the time of application for a sign permit laotizing

modification of standards, the applicant shall pdge in accordance with the fee
schedule established and amended from time tolyntke city council and on file with
the city recorder.

C. Financial Guardgee. A deposit or financial guarantee sufficientover the
cost of removing the sign should it be abandondaeoome obsolete may be required
as a condition of approval of any sign permit auttiog modification of standards. If
such a guarantee is required it shall be maddoma deemed acceptable by city legal
counsel.

D. Procedure Any sign permit application seeking a modifioatiof standards to
the sign code shall be processed as a Type llidacis
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8.20.050 — Prohibited Signslt is unlawful for the following signs to be eredter to
be maintained anywhere in the city except as otiserprovided in this Chapter:

A. Billboards

B. A sign that interferes in any way with a traftiontrol sign or device or prevents
clear and unobstructed view of official traffic ¢osi signs or devices or approaching or
merging traffic (sight distance).

C. A sign that contains, includes or is illuminatgdany flashing or revolving,
rotating or moving light or moves or has any angdadr moving parts. This
subsection does not apply to traffic control oreotbovernmental signs.

D. A sign with lighting that shines directly on apgrtion of the main traveled
right-of-way of a public street, or is of such higlensity or brilliance as to cause
glare, impair the vision of a pedestrian or vehdiiger in the public right-of-way, or
otherwise interfere with or distract vehicle traffi

E. A sign attached to a tree or painted or drawa oatural feature such as a rock
outcrop or embankment.

F. Abandoned and obsolete signs.

G. A sign that obstructs free ingress to or egiesa any door, window or fire

escape, alley, drive or fire lane, or is attacloed fire escape.

H. A sign erected or maintained on public propertyvithin the public right-of-
way without permission of the public body havinggdiction.

l. A sign not able to withstand a wind pressur@@fpounds per sf. of exposed
surface, or is insecurely erected, or is consttusteas to constitute a fire hazard.

J. A sign not maintained in a safe, neat, cleanadtndctive condition and in good
repair.

K. Any sign larger than 4 sqg. ft. on an undevelolmar parcel of property.

L. A sign not otherwise in compliance with any pson of this code, Oregon law

or the terms and conditions of any valid sign péissued under this Chapter.
M. Signs on fences or fencing.

N Roof signs.

0. Any sign for which a permit is required but Ima¢ been approved.

P Any sign that might be confused with a governialesign.
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8.20.060 — Removal of Abandoned and Obsolete Signs.

A. A sign shall be removed within 30 days by thenewor lessee of the premises
upon which the sign is located when the advertisesiness or activity is no longer
conducted on the premises. Abandoned signs magnbeved by the city and its costs
may be recovered and collected as provided in @n&p10 of this code or taken from
the deposit or financial guarantee provided undist@vB.20.040.

B. Off-site outdoor advertising signs where a perisas merely leased or
contracted advertising space need not be remoweer tinis section.

8.20.070 — Signs Not Requiring a Permitin any zoning district, the following signs
may be erected and maintained without a permiprsg as they comply with all
applicable provisions of this Chapter and are thaminated:

A. Up to 5 temporary signs per street frontageropprty under a single ownership
provided such a sign does not cause a public saégrd or nuisance, has no more
than two faces, and that no sign face exceeds . sgarea.

B. Signs carved into a building or which are pdnnaterials that are an integral
part of the building not exceeding 10 sq. ft. inar This subsection does not include
signs painted on sides of buildings.

C. A single sign where the display surface area chat exceed 2 sq. ft.

D. Window signs situated on the indoor-side of adew or door.

E. Flags.

F. Signs attached to, or carried by, a person.

G. Signs required by law or legal action, suchigssswarning of hazardous or

dangerous conditions on a premises and land udeapn and hearing notice signs.

H. Governmental signs.

8.20.080 — Signs in Residential Zones.ig8s are allowed in the R-5 and R-10 districts
so long as the following display requirements amygl ather applicable requirements of

this Chapter are met and a permit is obtained bdfa sign is displayed:

A. Billboards and any other signs that are spealiffgorohibited are prohibited.
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B. Not more than one wall sign or free-standingnsmbe visible from each
frontage, with no more than three frontages. Wigihs shall be measured by the outer
limits of the lettering, illustration or other digy.

C. Maximum 4 sq. ft. of area per sign face.

D. A maximum height of 5 feet measured from graxthé highest part of the sign
or support structure.

E. Sign shall be setback from the street as detexinby the city planner, but not
more than 10 feet from the street right-of-way.

F. If illuminated, the source of illumination shhk external to the sign and
comply with lighting standards in section 8.20.@his Chapter.

8.20.090 — Signs in Commercial and Industrial ZonesThe following signs are
allowed in the C and | zoning distrie long as a permit is obtained before displaying
the sign and all of the standards of this sectimhany other applicable requirements of
this Chapter are met:

A. Wall signs so long as the display surface area is no ldahger 20 sq. ft.

B. Free-standing signso long as the following standards are met:

1. Number. One free-standing sign shall be peeahitbr each street frontage of a
property, so long as there is at least 25 feetreésfrontage. Where a property
has at least 25 feet of frontage on more than tieetsone free-standing sign is
allowed per frontage so long as the signs are atgzhby at least 50 feet.

2. Area. Maximum areais 12 sq. ft.

3. Projection. Free-standing signs shall not mtajgo or over a public right-of-
way.

4. Height. The height of any free-standing sigallstiot exceed 12 feet above
grade.

C. Projecting SignsProjecting signs are allowed so long as thevalg
standards are met:

1. Number. One projecting sign is permitted farhestreet frontage where there
is not already a free-standing sign, i.e., eaa®esfrontage may have a free-
standing sign or a projecting sign, but not both.
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2. Area. Sign area shall not exceed 8 sq. ftsjggr face, with total area of all sign
faces not to exceed 16 sq. ft.

3. Projection. Maximum projection from a buildingll shall be 4 feet. No sign
shall project any closer than 2 feet from the dumb.

4 Vertical Dimension. The greatest vertical dimenf a projecting sign shall
not exceed 4 feet; provided, however, for any rédnan projection, the sign
may be increased in height a like distance. Themmam vertical projection of
the sign shall not exceed the height of the watirugrhich the sign is erected.
The visible supporting structure shall be minimitedhe greatest extent
possible consistent with safe structural support.

5. Clearance. A minimum clearance of 10 feet fgrade shall be maintained
over pedestrian or vehicular areas, 14 feet oveasaof truck access.

6. Separation. The minimum distance from anothejeption signs shall be 20
feet in the same horizontal plane.

7. Projecting Signs on Other Project Structuresiiags, marquees, canopies,
false fronts and wall extensions, safety constadieted approved by the
Building Code Official, may not extend beyond thmits for projecting signs.
Projecting signs on such structure, shall not exd¢ke limits as to number,
area, projection, vertical dimension, clearance saghration as provided for
any projecting sign. The only exception shall twethose instances in which a
projecting structure would prohibit a projectingrsiwithin sight of pedestrians,
in these instances, the clearance under the maogueker permanent structure
may be reduced to 8 feet.

D. Incidental Signs Any number of signs that meet the definitiorfin€idental
sign” may be attached to existing structures omptoperty.

E. Portable SignsOne portable sign is allowed per street frontsméong as the
surface display area of the portable sign doeexcted 8 sq. ft., and the total area of
all portable sign faces does not exceed 16 sq. ft.

8.20.100 — Lighting of Exterior Signs.Businesses open to the public during hours of
darkness shall be allowed limited exterior lighttogenable patrons to find and identify
the business. These lights shall be turned offrvthe business is closed.

A. Number. One per 3 sq. @if sign area, or one for each side of a doubleeface
hanging sign.
B. Design and mounting of lights shall be:
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1. Small, bullet-type fixtures painted to matchreundings.

2. Mounted to nearby building element (wall, equ@st, etc.) or incorporated into
support bracket.

3. Architecturally compatible with building or moual to be recessed or shielded
or otherwise not readily visible to pedestrians.

4. Aimed directly toward sign but not toward eyedlof pedestrian or vehicle
traffic.

5. Designed and located to avoid creating a distrgqor hazardous condition to a
motorist, pedestrian or the general public.

6. Distinct from traffic signal lighting. Colordajhts shall not be used at any
location or in any manner if they can be confus&tl waffic-control devices.

7. Constant and consistent. Flashing, intermittevolving, rotating or moving
lights are prohibited.

8.20.110 — Conflict and Severability.In the event any provision herein is found to be
in conflict with any zoning, building, fire safetlgealth or other code provisions of the
city, the provision which establishes the highandiard for the promotion and
protection of the health, safety and welfare offieeple shall prevail. A finding by a
court of competent jurisdiction that any portiontlms Chapter is invalid shall not
invalidate the remaining portions. A permit issyenlsuant to this Chapter does not
grant any authority to violate any other law oruiagjon that may apply.

8.20.120 — Violation and Penalty.In addition to any other provisions hereof, it is
unlawful for any person to maintain a sign or atigarg structure in violation of the
provisions of this Chapter, and the violation shalldeemed a nuisance. Violation of
any provision of this Chapter shall constitute &ance and civil infraction, subject to
enforcement under Chapter 2.10 of this code.
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