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    Mosier City Council Meeting
 October 1st, 2014

Public Hearing

Mosier Creek Terrace 7:00 p.m.


Council: Mayor Andrea Rogers; Councilors Mary Lou Perry, Peny Wallace
Staff:  City Planner Dotty DeVaney, City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick, 
Excused:  Councilors Garth Kightlinger, Arlene Burns, Emily Reed
Audience:  Sheriff Rick Eiesland, Mosier Bluffs Applicant Mike Rockwell, Engineer Austin Bell, Snow Plow Contractor Laren Ayles
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Rogers at 7:11 p.m. 
ROLL CALL

At this time Mayor Rogers declared that the City Council did not have a quorum, but that she would open the public hearing in order to give the applicants and the public the opportunity to comment on the proposed Mosier Bluffs application.  The Councilors not present will listen to the tape recording of this public hearing, read the staff report, and seek clarification from staff in order to be fully apprised of the information given during this public hearing.  Mayor Rogers set the date of Wednesday October 22nd, 2014 at 7 pm at the Mosier Senior Center for the date that City Council will make a decision on the Mosier Bluffs application.

Public Hearing
1.  PUBLIC HEARING:   Mayor Rogers suspended the regular City Council meeting at 7:15 and opened the public hearing.  
Councilor Perry read the rules of a quasi-judicial land use hearing.

Mayor Rogers asked each councilor whether they had any ex parte contact to report.  Councilors Wallace said that she did not have any ex parte contact.  Councilor Perry disclosed that she had questioned the applicant before the start of the meeting.  City Planner Dotty DeVaney said that she would disclose the information exchanged during her staff report. Mayor Rogers said that she had no ex parte contact to report.
City Planner DeVaney said that the Council had scheduled a public hearing for July, but the applicant was not present.  At that time Council had a broad discussion about the concerns raised by staff regarding the application.  DeVaney then gave a brief summary of the Final Order with draft conditions of approval and findings presented in the packets.  Phase 3 and 4 of the subdivision had been approved by council previously.  Phase 3 is almost exactly similar to what was approved.  Phase 4 has undergone some changes to lot lines because since approval, the road has been built.  With greater knowledge of the land, the developers made adjustments to the lot configurations.  The shifting of the lot lines changed the way that the lots line up with the service utility stubs.  The City Engineer does not want the new city road dug up to change the stubs, but currently the plans show a complex interthreading of water and sewer lines.  The City Staff want to continue working with the applicants on their plan to serve the lots with sewer and water from the existing stub outs.  Planner DeVaney recommended that the Council approve the application preliminarily and staff would work with the applicant to solve the issue.

Planner DeVaney emphasized that the Punch List for the Water System was one of the conditions of approval.  It is now a hybrid of public/private control and the City is operating the system.  It is critical that this punchlist is completed by January 1st, 2015.  Any items left incomplete will be completed by the City at the applicant’s expense.  
Private driveways:  DeVaney cautioned the Council that although the applicant only wants to design them, that the Council must insist that the applicant actually build the driveways.  Otherwise the City will find itself in the same situation as with Povey and Minnick:  trying to solve a driveway discussion between two property owners.  There is one private driveway in Phase 3 and one in Phase 4.  It is important that the City does not defer improvements.  In the past this has been an expensive mistake, especially when the deferment is left to more than one property owner to share.

Mayor Rogers asked for testimony from the audience.  Mike Rockwell, the applicant, and Austin Bell, engineer, introduced themselves.  Bell said that he would work with the City Planner to resolve the issue of the utility hookups.  Rockwell said that he needed to sell a few lots in Phase 3 before he would have the money to pay for the private driveway.  DeVaney will work with him on moving Lots 23 and 24 to Phase 4 in order to solve that problem.  The design of the road would have to be completed before final.  Dotty will adjust the narrative in the Exhibit to reflect this change.
Mayor Rogers called for any other testimony.  There was none.  Mayor Rogers and the Council set the special meeting for Council to make a decision on this application for October 22nd at 7 pm at the Mosier Senior Center.  Mayor Rogers closed the Public Hearing at 8:00 pm and reopened the regular Council meeting (no quorum).

Laren Ayles addressed the Council and said that he was interested in contracting with the City to supply snow plowing services again this year.  He would like to have a contract finalized by November 15th.  Laren now lives in Hood River, but the City is high on his priority accounts.  He will work with Councilor Kightlinger on a proposal.  

                    Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p m.
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Mayor Andrea Rogers
City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick
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