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    Mosier City Council Meeting
 August 20th, 2014

Public Hearing

Mosier Creek Terrace 7:00 p.m.


Council: Mayor Andrea Rogers; Council President Arlene Burns, Councilors Peny Wallace, Emily Reed, Mary Lou Perry, Garth Kightlinger
Staff: City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick, Finance Director Angie Wilson
Absent: None     

Excused:  None
Audience: Dan Rasmussen, Ron Carrol, David Povey, Pat Cimmiyoti (ODOT), Scott Peters (ODOT), Austin McCabe (ODOT), Mike Igo (Native Plant Specialist for City of Mosier), Fire Chief Jim Appleton
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Rogers at 7:05 p.m. 
ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS 
Business item #7 was modified to Totem Plaza Bench Discussion.  The Totem Plaza Sign Board discussion will be held at a future City Council meeting.  

BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
· David Povey asked that the minutes for cancelled meetings be posted as cancelled.  
· Ron Carrol said that he was present to thank the artists of the Butterfly Mural on the CenturyLink building for adding beauty to downtown Mosier.  Mayor Rogers agreed, and said that Council must find a way to thank CenturyLink.  
· Chief Jim Appleton excused himself from the meeting, saying that he had come to discuss the Totem Plaza sign board.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES of July 16th, 2014
Councilor Perry made a motion to approve the Minutes for July 16th, 2014.  Councilor Kightlinger seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
REVIEW/APPROVAL of BILLS and PAYROLL

Discussion:  Councilor Perry commented that there were more bills generated and paid than usual.  Finance Director Wilson said that many Centennial, grant, and usual City projects were underway and incurring expenses.  City Manager Fitzpatrick commented that this was the first year the City was taking responsibility for fire mitigation over areas that formally had not been addressed, like the UPRR property, Rock Creek Park, and the Pocket Park.  Finance Director Wilson said that Council would see a higher than budgeted amount spent on fire mitigation activities, but that the general maintenance budget could cover the expenses.  Wilson said that during the next year’s budget sessions Council could plan the maintenance budget using the numbers from this year’s activities.  
Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve July bills and payroll.  Councilor Burns seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously.
CORRESPONDENCE/STAFF/COUNCIL REPORTS

Mayor Rogers moved correspondence and staff reports to the end of the meeting.  Finance Director Wilson’s staff report was moved to Agenda Item #2.


BUSINESS 
1.  ODOT Presentation of Rock Creek Enhancement Project Update
Pat Cimmiyoti, Region 4 Manager for ODOT, introduced Scott Peters, Permit Specialist, and Austin McCabe, responsible for project schedule and budget.  Pat said that the project first and foremost was exemplary because of the number of agencies in partnership:  DEQ, US Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife, State Parks, ODOT, City of Mosier, Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District, Mosier Watershed Council, and others.  ODOT was responsible for funding the construction of the project, and two grants (DEQ and OWEB) were used to fund concept, design, and permitting.   The purpose of the project was to mitigate for the large angular rock that washes down from the quarry towards the City WWTP and Park every winter.  This angular rock causes the stream to go subsurface every summer and is not good for fish habitat or spawning.   The project should decrease the erosion at the quarry level substantially.  David Povey asked about documenting measures of success by using a fish count.  Manager Fitzpatrick explained that fish counts cannot be used to measure a project’s success because of the multiple factors involved in the numbers of returning salmon and that the purpose of the project was actually to decrease the erosion at the quarry level.  Pat Cimmiyoti said that ODOT is interested in future projects.  Mike Igo talked about the replanting project and that willows and cottonwoods would be planted to increase shade and stabilize the stream banks.  
2.  Financial Report
Finance Director Wilson summarized the budget up to date and said that from this time on, she would send monthly financial reports to Council.  The detail was in the handout, but she included a summary.  She said that the City was not over budget in any category.  Wilson will also be working on internal controls and the audit process has begun.

3.  Email Addresses
Council addressed the question of email addresses again and decided that the address would be: firstname.lastname@cityofmosier.com.  Mayor Rogers asked Fitzpatrick to send council the rules on electronic communication again.
4.  Public Hearing:  Ordinance 167 amending the Mosier Municipal Code Chapter 8.35 Fire Prevention and Outdoor Burning
Mayor Rogers introduced the Mosier City Council’s hearing to consider adoption of Ordinance 167 to Mosier Zoning Ordinance (MZO).   Ordinance adoption is not a quasi judicial land use application.  The ordinance had been properly noticed.  The ordinance will be adopted within Title 8 of the MMC:  Public Health and Safety.

Staff has prepared their recommendation in the form of an Ordinance that is ready for City Council passage and signature if the ordinance is approved.

Manager Fitzpatrick said that an investigation was conducted by city staff to determine why an important clause describing private property owner responsibility of the public ROW in Title 8 (Health and Safety)/Chapter 8.35  (Fire Prevention and Outdoor Burning)/ Section 8.35.070 had been deleted in April of 2012.  Because there is no written record or Staff/Council memory of Council justification to delete the ROW section, and because it is customary and reasonable to require private property owners to maintain the ROW abutting their property, and because one of the greatest threats that the City faces is from Wildfire, the City Manager, the City Attorney, and the Fire Chief strongly recommend inserting the ROW responsibility clause back into Chapter 8.35 (Fire Prevention and Outdoor Burning).  

Mayor Rogers asked for public testimony.

David Povey questioned the term public right-of-way and asked that it be clarified in the ordinance.  He was concerned that the public right-of-way referred to the utility easement abutting the private road, the water reservoir property, or the trail that he is supposed to build from the private road through the Pocket Park.  Council requested staff to ask the City Attorney to respond.  Povey also requested that council modify the resolution preceding the ordinance to reflect the importance of fire mitigation in Mosier.  Council requested Povey to email the language to City Hall to be distributed to Council.  
Mayor Rogers asked if there were any others who wished to offer public testimony.  There were none, and she concluded the public hearing.

Mayor Rogers then said that according to City Charter an ordinance may be enacted at a single meeting of the Council by unanimous vote of all Council members present if a copy of the Ordinance has been provided for each Council member and a notice is published in a local newspaper before the first reading of the ordinance. 

Public Hearing Resolutions or Ordinances: Notices were posted on City Hall and two other public places in the City and published in the local newspaper.  All council members received a copy of the ordinance as well and all of this was done more than four days previous to this meeting. She then asked for a motion to read the Proposed Ordinance in accordance with terms of the city charter.
Councilor Perry moved to read Ordinance #167 for the first and second time by title only.  Council Reed seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

The proposed Ordinance  #167 was read by title only. 

Councilor Wallace made a motion that the Council approve first and second readings by title only and adopt Ordinance #167 tonight subject to the emergency clause included in the Ordinance allowing the Ordinance to take effect upon adoption.  Councilor Burns seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
5.  Resolution 2014-09:  A resolution designating Council Seats by number
Councilor Reed made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2014-09.  Councilor Burns seconded.  There was no further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.
6.  Resolution 2014-10:  A Resolution Modifying the City Fee Schedule

Councilor Burns made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2014-10.  Councilor Reed seconded.  There was no further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.

7.  Gas Station Bathroom Estimate:  Council Discussion

Councilor Burns said that she was supportive of the bathroom project and said that she supported this project over others.  Councilor Kightlinger reminded Council that the piping would be surface run and if the bathrooms were to be open in the winter, City would have to install heaters.  Council Reed said that the school would most likely not build the new extension in the next 5 years and that the Centennial budget had $7,000.00 yet unspent.  Questions unanswered include the cost of insurance and maintenance.  Councilor Reed said that this was a good experiment, because the alternative would be to build bathrooms and then find out what the long term costs would be.  Councilor Wallace made a motion to accept the plumbing estimate and continue with the project with the contingency that the plumber could do the work by the Centennial weekend.  Councilor Kightlinger seconded.  There was no further discussion.  AYES:  Mayor Rogers, Councilors Reed, Wallace, Kightlinger, Burns.  NAY:  Councilor Perry.  Motion Passed.
6.  Totem Plaza Bench Discussion
Examples of the bench proposed by Community Volunteer Brian Grant were discussed.  The blocks would be stained like the stairs.  The tiles created by the Mosier School represent the Columbia River and are in order.  On Friday Bennet Burns, Landscape Architect, would come and give some assistance to the Totem Plaza design.  Consensus was the Council liked the bench ring around the Totem Pole.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Mayor Rogers tabled the Committee Reports
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.                                        Approved this 3rd day of September, 2014
                                                                            Attest:

___________________________________      _________________________________

Andrea Rogers, Mayor                                          Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City Manager
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