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    Mosier City Council Meeting
January 7th, 2015

Mosier Creek Terrace 7:00 p.m.


Council: Mayor Arlene Burns; Councilors Peny Wallace, Emily Reed, Jacki Sterner
Staff: City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick, City Planner Dotty DeVaney
Judge Steve Seymour

Absent: None     

Audience: Kristina Nance and Silas Bleakley from the Rack & Cloth, Mark Cherniak, Andrea Rogers, County Commissioner Scott Hege
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 7:00 p.m.
OATHS OF OFFICE

The Oaths of Office were administered by Judge Steve Seymour to Mayor Arlene Burns and Councilors Peny Wallace and Jacki Sterner.

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS

Additions:  1. Nominate Representative to the Regional Solutions and Wasco County Childhood Obesity Committee 2. Accept Councilor Garth Kightlingers’s resignation 3. CX Regular the City Council Meeting on  February 4th
Corrections:  Business items 1 and 2 will come after 3 and 4 so that Planner DeVaney can leave the meeting at 8 pm.

BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Former Mayor Andrea Rogers thanked the Council for many long years of partnership and teamwork and wonderful experiences.  She reminded Council that you can lead from any chair on Council.

Business owner Kristina Nance from the Rack & Cloth addressed the Council to commend them for the Tree Lighting Ceremony, which she said brought her more business that night than any other during this winter season.  She said that Mosier has a terrible attrition rate for businesses because it is feast in the short summer months and famine all winter.  Any event sponsored by the City makes an enormous difference to her bottom line.  The weekend of the Centennial was so profitable that it is helping her to survive the winter.  She mentioned the Open Container Policy and said that she has already planned to serve beverages in screw top containers like mason jars.  She said that the community has done so much to attract visitors, but if there is no way to capture their money, then they are just traffic.  Council commented on the Open Container Town and asked Dotty and Kathy to look at the City ordinances to research what is there regarding Open Containers.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, November 19th and December 10th, 2014
Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve the Minutes for November 19th and December 10th, 2014.  Councilor Sterner seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
REVIEW/APPROVAL of BILLS 

Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve bills.  Councilor Sterner seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously.
CORRESPONDENCE/STAFF/COUNCIL REPORTS

Mayor Burns moved correspondence and staff reports to the end of the meeting.  

BUSINESS 
1.   Council President Nomination and Vote
Councilor Wallace nominated Councilor Reed for Council President.  Councilor Sterner seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
2. Executive Session Under ORS 192.660(2)(e):   A governing body may hold an executive session to deliberate with persons designated by the governing body to negotiatie real property transactions.  Mayor Burns called on Andrea Rogers to remain for the Executive Session.

3. Union Pacific Community Update
Manager Fitzpatrick described the long past history of negotiations with the railroad and with Planner DeVaney, gave an update on the list of requests that the City has made of Union Pacific even before knowledge of the second track project.  The City has no review authority over this project, and therefore has no leverage over UPRR, but in the interest of mitigation, UP has offered the City a donation of a portion of the UP property (fenced to their specs), support to create a public access to Rock Creek Park, possible support for a pedestrian over or under crossing in the downtown area, and seed funds for an environmental project.  UP will not require any support from the City for their project in return.  The offers are contingent only on the project taking place.
4. Executive Session Under ORS 192(2)(i):  A governing body may hold an executive session to review and evaluate the job performance eof a chief executive officer, other officers, employees, and staff if the person whose performance is being reviewed and evaluated does not request an “open hearing.”  Mayor Burns asked Andrea Rogers of the Personnel Committee to stay for the session.
5. Council Deliberation and Action on Personnel Hours and Salary Changes: 

Councilor Sterner made a motion to make Manager Fitzpatrick a full time employee and to give the Maintenance Worker Michael Ligammari a raise of the budgeted $2.00/hr.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion Passed unanimously.
6. Wasco County Community Enhancement Project Priorities (Needs and Issues 2015)

Manager Fitzpatrick will upload as many of the priorities identified by Council to the Agora Platform in the following order:

1.  Transportation Systems Planning Update  2.  Sustainable Operations/Maintenance of WWTP  

3.  Mosier Hub Development  4.  City Public Bathroom  5.  City Strategic Plan and the Long Term Infrastructure projects identified by City Engineer John Grim.
7.  Acceptance of Councilor Garth Kightlinger’s resignation
Councilor Reed made a motion to accept Councilor Kightlinger’s resignation, who resigned because of his new family responsibilities and new job.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Council said that his resignation was a great loss and that they appreciated his work and time on Council greatly.  Motion passed unanimously.
8. Nomination of Andrea Rogers to the Childhood Obesity Committee
Mayor Burns nominated Rogers to the Childhood Obesity Committee.  Rogers will give Council regular updates.  
            9.  Council Discussion regarding cancelling February 4th’s regular Council Meeting
Council decided to cancel February 4th’s regular meeting because of Council’s commitment to the Sense of Place series held in Hood River that night to share Mosier’s story with a large audience.  Council hopes that Mosier citizens will attend and participate.  
             10.  Council Official Emails and Electronic Packets

Council decided to start using their official email addresses.  The City Attorney advised council that they should not purchase electronic devices to read their packets because these devices would need to be also accessible for use by the public (the But-For rule), but Council talked about bringing their own to eliminate the paper waste and for easy access to information.  The packet could be projected onto the wall for the public to read at the meeting.  Manager Fitzpatrick will continue to send the agenda with live links to the packet information as she did for this meeting.
Council and Staff Reports:

Manager Fitzpatrick outlined the upcoming meetings with different agencies.  Council talked about what kinds of seasonal events the city could create and support, like Valentines Day or the equinoxes.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.                         Approved this 21st day of January, 2015
                                                                            Attest:

___________________________________      _________________________________

Arlene Burns, Mayor                                          Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City Manager

