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Meeting Minutes
October 19th, 2016
Mosier Senior Center at 500 East Second Ave., Mosier, Oregon
	I
	The meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 6:30 pm.

	
	Council: Mayor Arlene Burns, Council President Emily Reed, Councilor Peny Wallace, Councilor Lacy Gries, Councilor Acasia Berry, Councilor Bill Akin
Staff:  City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick, Finance Director Angie Wilson
Community:  Richard Wolf—CH2M, Jan Leininger, Peter Cornelison—Friends of the Columbia Gorge, Ann Van Osdol, Susan Froehlich

	II
	Agenda corrections or additions:  1.  Engagement Letter from Auditor (Mayor’s signature)  2.  Direction to City Attorney re:  lifting communication ban 3.  September Financial Packet approval

	III
	Business from the Audience:  None

	IV
	City Council Meeting Minutes:

Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 10/5/2016.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

	V
	BUSINESS

	1.
	Water and Waste Water project Planning and Financing:  Council had received a memo from the City Engineer, John Grim, regarding financing options for planned capital improvement and maintenance projects.  Finance Director Wilson gave an overview of the first worksheet that was focused on the funding options for the sewer line replacement on the Mosier Creek Bridge.  She recommended option #1, the OTIB program, because although it does not represent the lowest increase in monthly sewer bills, because of its shorter term, it represented the lowest overall interest cost total.  Councilor Reed made a motion to direct the City Engineer to select and acquire Financing Option #1, OTIB financing for replacement of the water and sewer lines across the Mosier Creek Bridge.  Councilor Wallace seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
Council then looked at the City Engineer’s worksheet #2, which showed funding options for the projects  outlined in the Water System Plan.  Wilson said that she had not yet discussed the amount of the City’s match per the worksheet with the City Engineer and recommended that the Council wait to choose any of the options.

	2.
	September Financial Packet:
Wilson asked if there were any questions.  She also pointed out that the City Engineer had was almost at budget with projects and repairs.
Council member Berry asked about a Balance Sheet.  Wilson said that she usually doesn’t include a balance sheet, because the same information is included in her regular submittal, but that she could include a balance sheet for the next financial packet.

	3.
	City Auditor Engagement Letter:

Councilor Gries made a motion to approve the City Auditor’s Engagement Letter.  Councilor Akin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	3.
	What Happened to the WWTP during the Train Derailment?

Ch2M’s Rick Wolf presented a powerpoint to City Council of photos and a narrative that began as soon as he arrived on the scene of the Mosier Train Derailment on June 3rd.  He showed Council the clarifying pools that the crude oil had filled.  Just one of the pools holds 24,000 gallons and was completely full of oil, as it displaced anything else that was previously in the pool.  A CH2M expert had been flown in to examine every component of the WWTP in order to determine what to replace, repair, or leave alone.  There have been studies of compatibility tests with this type of oil, so they were able to determine with accuracy what was compromised.  


	4.  
	Gorge Happiness Month Activity:  Councilor Reed

The day’s activity was focused on “writing to a friend”.  Everyone present was given letter-paper and an envelope and were given a few minutes to write, then shared the significance of the person that they wrote to.

	5.
	Amendment to the Mosier Noise Ordinance:
Resident Brian Barrett presented a study and a petition that he has been working on regarding what he calls “Dust Blowers.”  He is concerned about the use of leaf blowers in the City limits, and cited possible health risks.  He has done some research into ordinances that restrict their use, and recommended to City Council an outright ban.  Mayor Burns said that she thought that gas powered leaf blower use could be restricted because of their excess noise and fumes, but said that electric leaf blowers are necessary for home owners to accomplish tasks they can’t accomplish by other means.  She suggested a time of day restriction for their use.  Councilor Berry suggested that an educational program might be more effective than an ordinance that might not be able to be enforced.  Council encouraged Barrett to do more work with ordinance writing and public outreach and said that they really appreciated his efforts so far in this public process.

	6.
	Council Direction to City Attorney:
Mayor Burns and Council talked about the email send from the City Attorney to the Friends of the Columbia Gorge Attorney Nathan Baker.  Some councilors were concerned that the email also restricted the communications between the Friends of the Columbia Gorge and the City Council.  Councilor Berry, staff for Columbia RiverKeepers, said that the attorneys at the Columbia RiverKeepers told her that she couldn’t discuss the matter with them.  Councilor Akin was concerned about directing the City Attorney to lift the communication with the Friends’ attorney and said that it seemed premature.  He wanted to discuss this with the City Attorney, first.  

Councilor Berry made a motion for the City Manager to direct the City Attorney to lift the communication ban with the Friends of the Columbia Gorge attorney and also to include the assurance that he would not file a BAR complaint against Nathan Baker on behalf of the City.  Councilor Reed seconded.  Motion passed 5-1, with Councilor Akin opposed.

	7.
	Wasco County Planning Commission Decision regarding Double Track Project Application:  City Council Comment

Council discussed submitting the comment that was previously submitted by City Council to be part of the record of the UPRR Double Track project appeal.  Mayor Burns may add clarification or further details to some of the points discussed in the comment.  At this time it is not known the actual date of the public hearing—the date hasn’t been posted yet on the County websites.

	VI
	City Council meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.


Approved this 2nd day of November, 2016:                                    Attest:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mayor Arlene Burns                                                       Kathy Fitzpatrick, City Manager
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