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Meeting Minutes
November 16th, 2016
Mosier Senior Center at 500 East Second Ave., Mosier, Oregon
	I
	The meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 6:35 pm.

	
	Council: Mayor Arlene Burns, Council President Emily Reed, Councilor Peny Wallace, Councilor Lacy Gries, Councilor Acasia Berry, Councilor Bill Akin

Staff:  City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick

Community: Ann Van Osdol, Jim Winterbottom (The Dalles Disposal), Bob Schwarz (DEQ), Sara Mercier (CGTA)

	II
	Agenda corrections or additions:  

	III
	Business from the Audience:  Ann Van Osdel reported that funding has been found to continue the Senior Meals for the next year.

	IV
	Approval of 11/2/16 City Council Meeting Minutes:

Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 11/2/2016.  Councilor Gries seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

	V
	Approval of October 2016 Financial Packet:  Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve the Oct. Finance Packet.  Councilor Berry seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.  

	VI
	BUSINESS

	1.
	The Dalles Disposal:  Annual Rate Adjustment (Jim Winterbottom)
Winterbottom presented the new rates for The Dalles Disposal garbage collection.  The increases reflect the increase in health care and operations and maintenance.  Councilor Gries made a motion to approve the new rates.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	2.
	Council Discussion regarding City Attorney and Staff-Researched Recommendations:

Fitzpatrick had consulted a wide variety of sources mediation or facilitation services.  The strongest recommendations suggested that the Council should start with Council Training and Board Development, and then progress to specific staff-council relations.  Councilor Reed suggested focusing on training that could be provided free or at low cost.  Council in general supported having a Council retreat for training in January and looked at the date of January 21st.  There was discussion about how to combine a council training with the specific concern of the city attorney and council relationship.  Fitzpatrick will continue to search for facilitors or trainers that could be found at low cost.  Council was also interested in spending a certain amount of time at the beginning of each meeting watching some of the free webinars on Good Governance offered by CIS and by the League of Oregon Cities.  

	3.
	Groundwater Contamination Remediation Update (Bob Schwarz, DEQ):
Schwarz talked about the initial contamination.  There had been 1.5 ft. of oil found in the manhole to the Columbia River, but because the Columbia River had been high, it had been kept for the most part from entering the river.  There had been 2,960 otons of soil removed from directly underneath the RR tracks.  Contamination had been found in 2 of the monitoring wells south of the tracks and in the furthest east of the monitoring wells north of the tracks.  The benzene levels in that well, once at a high level of 1800 pmm, are now measuring at 180 pmm.  130 is considered “safe” for humans and animals.  The biosparging is working to increase the oxygen levels to the sparging well sites, which increases the bioactivity that “eats” up the oil.

	4.
	Columbia Gorge Tourism Alliance:
Sara Mercier, a RARE intern for the CGTA, presented a history of the organization and the work that was done by the Rural Tourism studio.  She also talked about the ongoing efforts of the different focus action teams and the work of the CGTA.  She reminded Council about the increased funding that Travel Oregon has received after the state lodging tax was increased, and that it would translate into more and bigger grant opportunies.  


	5.
	Marijuana Tax Collection and Enforcement DOR IGA:
Fitzpatrick reported that the State is offering Cities their services to collect the 3% taxes voted in by the Mosier citizens if a Marijuana retail establishment should locate within City limits.  She recommended moving forward with the agreement, which would prepare the City to easily incorporate any such retail establishment.  Councilor Berry made a motion to approve the City Attorney’s work to edit the agreement and the Ordinance needed.  Councilor Reed Seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.


	6.
	Mosier Creek Bridge Project Update:

Fitzpatrick said that since she wrote the staff report, that ODOT had okayed the changes to the agreement that would allow the City an escape clause in case the construction bid came in higher than the City could afford.  She said that the City was moving forward with the contract for the design plans and the city engineer’s work, but that the loan had not yet been approved.  This was one of the reasons that the City Engineer had been worried about the decision to move forward with ODOT’s project, although ODOT is assuring the City that the loan will come through.

	7.
	Water Operator Position Update:

Fitzpatrick reported that interviews had been scheduled for the top two candidates.  She asked if any on Council had interview questions or wished to participate in the interviews.  Mayor Burns indicated that she was interested in being on the interview team, which included Fitzpatrick, Koerner, and Griffin.

	VII
	Correspondence/Committee Reports:  Mayor Burns reported that Team Mosier’s chair, Terry Moore, would be discussion the Team Mosier document and list with Wes Lujan of UPRR on the 28th of November.  Snow Plow news:  Fitzpatrick reported that Tod Reeves was willing to be the City’s Snow Plow contractor for 2016/17.  

	VIII
	Meeting Adjourned:  8:30 pm


Approved this 7th day of December, 2016:                                    Attest:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mayor Arlene Burns                                                       Kathy Fitzpatrick, City Manager
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