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Meeting Minutes
November 2nd, 2016
Mosier Senior Center at 500 East Second Ave., Mosier, Oregon
	I
	The meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 6:30 pm.

	
	Council: Mayor Arlene Burns, Council President Emily Reed, Councilor Peny Wallace, Councilor Lacy Gries, Councilor Acasia Berry, Councilor Bill Akin

Staff:  City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick

Community:  Mike Glover and Lee Weinstein (HRCCC), Ann Van Osdol, Susan Froehlich, Andrea Rogers, Rhonda Starling, Ron Carroll, Chief Jim Appleton

	II
	Agenda corrections or additions:  1. Addition of Presentation by Hood River Chamber of Commerce

	III
	Business from the Audience:  None

	IV
	City Council Meeting Minutes:

Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 10/19/2016.  Councilor Akin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

	V
	BUSINESS

	1.
	Hood River County Chamber of Commerce (presentation by Mike Glove, CEO, and Lee Weinstein, Consultant):  Mike Glover introduced himself and talked about Travel Oregon’s Rural Tourism Studio, where Mike and the Mosier City Manager started a conversation about the synergy between the HRCCC and Mosier’s recreational, fermentation-based, and agricultural tourism goals.  Glover discussed the new funding opportunities for local projects provided by the increase in the State Transit Room Tax, and also advocated for a local transient room tax, which has provided many rural and small communities with increased funding for economic development and tourism-related projects.  Lee Weinstein showed a PowerPoint presentation that highlighted the benefits that the City may receive by joining the HRCCC.  Glover and Councilor Reed talked about the possibility of the City creating an umbrella organization (much like a local Chamber) that would include all of the businesses in Mosier and could become a single member of the HRCCC.  Glover said that he would meet with the City and any other Mosier entities to talk about branding, marketing, and itinerary possibilities.  Fitzpatrick will set up that meeting.

	2.
	Council Discussion regarding the Reeve Kearns Contract:

Mayor Burns explained why a Performance Review of the City Attorney was triggered, which included incidents involving Brent Foster during the week of the Mosier Oil Train Derailment and the recent email from the City Attorney to the Friends of the Columbia Gorge attorney, Nathan Baker.  Mayor Burns explained that she felt that the City Attorney had brought his own personal conflicts with the Friends of the Colulmbia Gorge into his response that was representative of the City and the City Council.  Councilor Wallace said that the City Attorney should be present to give his interpretation of the issues and reminded Council of all of the good things that he had accomplished for the City.  Councilor Reed agreed, and added that he had been invited.  Fitzpatrick said that at this point the City Council should be focused on whether or not they wished to conduct a performance review and if so, what the process would look like.  A Mosier Valley resident, Ron Carroll, spoke about how Dan had been brought into the ODOT Quarry conflict by the Scenic Highway Alliance and had assisted the City in closing down the Quarry.  Main Street Mosier President Rhonda Starling asked for details regarding the concerns about the City Attorney’s performance.  The Mosier Fire Chief also stated his concern that the Mosier City Council might have entered into an Executive Session not sanctioned by the Oregon Ethics Commission, and said that issues like this one could potentially distract the City Council from their larger goals like the Fire/City Hall project. Andrea Rogers also urged Council to communicate more with their staff and said that this could be a good opportunity to grow their relationship with the City Attorney.  

	3.
	Resolution #2016-11:  A Resolution Adopting the 2016 Water System Plan.  Councilor Akin made a motion to approve Resolution #2016-11.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	4.
	Resolution #2016-12:  A Resolution declaring an emergency under ORS 279 B. 080 and granting certain exceptions to the public procurement requirements for goods and services needed to address and remedy the emergency.  Councilor Akin made a motion to approve Resolution #2016-12.  Councilor Reed seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  


	5.
	Cooperative Improvement Utility Agreement (City and ODOT):  Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve the City Attorney’s time to review this ODOT agreement.  Councilor Gries seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.




	6.
	Ann Van Osdel Application for City Council position #5:

Ann Van Osdel introduced herself.  She was the first woman to join the Mosier Fire Department as an EMT and fire fighter, and was also the City Mayor for a year in the early 1990’s before she moved out of town.  She is the Treasurer for the Mosier Valley Senior Citizens.  She also has an interest in law enforcement, and has established a good relationship with the County Sheriff’s office.  As a resident of the Mosier Creek Terrace, she is interested in bringing another perspective to the Mosier City Council.  Mayor Burns said that the mid-term seats were on the ballot, so the Council would wait to find out those results before making a decision on her application.

	7.
	Raise for Maintenance Worker:  Fitzpatrick said that the temporary maintenance worker has been doing a great job and also has been working for the City now for enough time to be considered for a raise.  The Finance Director approved giving him a raise to equal the pay of the former maintenance worker who had been injured and was still unable to do the job.  Councilor Reed made a motion to increase the City Maintenance worker’s hourly pay to $14.00/hr.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	VI
	Correspondence/Committee Reports:  Mayor Burns reported that Team Mosier had completed the document that was representative of the Community discussion and the ongoing Team Mosier preparation for the UPRR negotiations.  The document is online at TeamMosier.org.  


Approved this 16th day of November, 2016:                                    Attest:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mayor Arlene Burns                                                       Kathy Fitzpatrick, City Manager
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