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MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Date: June 18, 2025
Time: 6:00 pm
Meeting called to order by:  Mayor Anderson at 6:05 pm

IN ATTENDANCE
Council: Mayor Witt Anderson, Councilor Lydia Koerner, Councilor Charlie Cannon, Councilor Ron Wright, Councilor Gary
Lindemyer

Excused: Brenna Campbell, Noah Estes

Absent: (not excused)

Staff: City Manager Andrea Rogers, City Recorder Amy Szilagyi, Special Projects Coordinator Colleen Coleman, City
Planner Dan Meader City Planner Jaime Crawford, Finance Director, Monica Morris

AGENDA CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS: None

SUMMARY: The City Council meeting began with a presentation on Gorge Transit, which detailed the system's
operations, funding sources, and future plans. The council reviewed and approved various ordinances and resolutions
including a TMDL implementation plan, short-term rental amendments, and a state of emergency declaration regarding
fire risks. The conversation ended with discussions about recreational immunity legislation, a community bench
proposal, and updates on fire safety concerns, postal services, and legislative changes.

APPROVAL OF 06.04.2025 MINUTES: Confirmation/Addition of “in addition but not limited to” to environmental
protection verbiage in Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for Skate Park.

MOTION: Councilor Wright moved to approve minutes as corrected. Councilor Koerner seconded. All in favor; none
opposed; none abstained.

OPEN MEETING
Public Comment - None

1. Gorge Transit Presentation — Kathy Fitzpatrick/Emily Reed, Mid-Columbia Economic Development District
Emily Reed discusses the Gorge Pass transit system, which serves multiple counties in the Columbia River Gorge
area. The system provides affordable public transportation, with buses running up to 9 times daily to Portland
during summer. The program focuses on accessibility, coordination between providers, and equity, offering an
Equity Fund to provide free passes for low-income residents. The annual cost of operating a car (510,000) is
compared to the affordability of public transit. The system is funded through a combination of Federal, State, and
local sources, including employee taxes and property taxes in some counties. Kathy Fitzpatrick provided updates on
the Gorge Transit system, including a new transit center planned for downtown Hood River and the completion of
the Lyle section connecting White Salmon to The Dalles. They also mention emergency preparedness efforts and
collaboration with emergency managers. The Council and Mayor thanked both for their presentations, showing both
support for the program and gratitude for their time.



Miles Creek Basin TMDL 5-year Implementation Plan Presentation — Andrea Rogers, City Manager

The council then reviews and approves a 5-year implementation plan for the Miles Creek Basin Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL), which involves water quality monitoring and community outreach. The plan requires the city to take
responsibility for streams both within and outside city limits. City Manager Rogers stated the city is required to
update this plan every 5 years, and that City Engineer Stoner Bell assisted. The plan is like the previous plan with
updates focusing on community outreach. Special Projects Coordinator, Colleen Coleman, has provided information
regarding grant assistance available in order to facilitate.

e Mayor Anderson commented that the city has made commitments to the Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) in the past and wanted to make sure we know what exactly is required of us to stay

compliant.
o City Manager Rogers stated that we are in contact with DEQ and will ensure we will stay in
compliance.

e Councilor Wright expressed concerns that there were no provisions for the water temperature testing
within city limits.
o Mayor Anderson commented that this concern was brought up during the last TMDL planning
session.
o City Manager Rogers clarified Councilor Wrights concern as being: how is the city supposed to
measure the impact of city water outside the city limits? Councilor Wright confirmed. City Manager
Rogers will clarify this with the DEQ.
MOTION: Made by Councilor Lyndemyer to approve the letter to the Department of Environmental Quality
regarding the TMDL plan. Councilor Wright seconded. All in favor; none opposed; none abstained.

Approval of Short-Term Rental (STR) Ordinance Amendment — Laura Westmeyer, City Attorney

The council discusses amendments to the city's short-term rental ordinance. The main changes include switching
from a biennial application process to a year-round, first-come-first-serve system, and increasing the maximum
availability of licenses per neighborhood from 7% to 10% of residential dwelling units. The council holds the first
reading of the ordinance, with Councilor Wright moving to accept it and Councilor Lindemeyer seconding. The
motion passes, and a second reading will be held at the next meeting, after which there will be a 30-day
implementation period.

MOTION: Made by Councilor Wright to hold first reading, by title only, of Ordinance (TBD) adopting Amendments
to the Operational Rules and Licensure Requirements for Short-Term Rentals. Councilor + seconded. All in favor;
none opposed; none abstained.

Approval of Resolution 2025-07 Declaring a State of Emergency and Fireworks Ban — Laura Westmeyer, City
Attorney

The City Council discusses and approves a resolution declaring a state of emergency due to increased fire risk, which
bans fireworks for the upcoming 4th of July holiday. Councilor Koerner suggests considering a permanent fireworks
ban, which the council agrees to explore further.

MOTION: Made by Councilor Lyndemyer to adopt Resolution 2025-07 Declatring a State of Emergency Due to
Increased Risk of Fire. Councilor Koerner seconded. All in favor; none opposed; none abstained.

Approval to add/remove check signers and allow online access to the Cashmere bank account - City Recorder
Szilagyi



City Recorder Szilagyi presented a letter of intent to Cashmere Bank to update the contacts and access the account.
This account is used for the purpose of transferring incoming and outgoing payments for construction of our USDA
Water System Update projects.

MOTION: Made by Councilor Wright approves changes to the Cashmere Bank account, including updating signers
and authorizing Councilors Wright and Campbell as check signers. Councilor Lyndemyer seconded. All in favor;
none opposed; none abstained.

1st Reading: Ordinance (TBD) Limiting Liability from recreational use within the city/new chapter to Mosier
Municipal Code - Laura Westmeyer, City Attorney

City Attorney Westmeyer presented a recreational immunity ordinance for the city council's consideration. The
ordinance aims to protect the city, its employees, council members, and adjacent landowners from liability claims
arising from recreational use of public lands and trails. This comes in response to a recent court case that highlighted
limitations in existing recreational immunity laws. The ordinance would allow Mosier to benefit from new state
legislation expanding recreational immunity protections, as cities under 500,000 residents must adopt local
ordinances to qualify.

MOTION: Made by Councilor hold first reading, by title only, of Ordinance (TBD) Limiting Liability from Claims
Arising from the Recreational Use of Certain Trails and Structures Within the City and Adding a New Chapter to
Title 11 of the Mosier Municipal Code. Councilor Lyndemyer seconded. All in favor; none opposed; none
abstained.

Request to Install Memorial Bench at Rock Creek Park — Anna-Louise Reysenbach, Friends of Shannon Hill

Anna-Louise proposes installing a permanent bench at Rock Creek beach in memory of Shannon Hill and providing a
communal space for the community. The bench would replace temporary chairs that often get washed away. The
cost of the bench and installation would be donated by Friends of Shannon Hill. The council approved Ms.
Reysenbach's proposal for a community-funded bench project, with the city helping to determine suitable locations.

e Councilor Wright was concerned with the proposed bench stating the weight capacity is a concern
o Ms. Reysenbach will investigate the issue.
e Councilor Cannon suggested clearing some brush to create a larger sitting area around the bench.
o Ms. Reysenbach agreed with Councilor Cannon’s suggestion.
e Mayor Anderson thanked Ms. Reysenbach for coming to the city for approval. He suggested a city
representative visit the proposed location and offered to be that representative.
e City Manager Rogers questioned how the bench would be affixed to the ground.
o Ms. Reysenbach stated it would be cemented to the ground and that volunteers would do the work
at no cost to the city.

City Activities Updates/Reports:

e Mayor Anderson: Commissioner Hage's update on the adoption of the natural hazard's mitigation plan and fire
safety concerns is shared.

e Councilor Wright: Expressed the need to repair a malfunctioning blinking sign at the bottom of Ponderosa and
trim branches obstructing a mirror at the bottom of Husky.

e Mayor Anderson: ongoing efforts to resolve postal issues, including the installation of new mailboxes and
clarifying the policy that city residents without postal routes should not be charged for post office boxes.

e (City Attorney Westmeyer: briefly discussed upcoming legislative changes to the transient lodging tax and the
requirement for public meetings law training.



Meeting Adjourned 7:50 pm

ACTION ITEMS:
City Manager Rogers:
e  Work with Aaron Hunt to obtain FAQ document regarding the upcoming railroad siding construction
e Coordinate with Annalouise on the specific location and installation requirements for Shannon's memorial
bench at Rock Creek
e Contact Tito or Glenn regarding fixing the blinking sign at the bottom of Ponderosa
City Attorney Westmeyer:
e Prepare amendment to the city's TLT ordinance to align with House Bill 3962's changes to transient lodging tax
funding
e Send public meetings law training webinar link to Andrea for distribution to councilmembers
City Recorder Szilagyi:
e Follow up with the Dalles postmaster regarding mailbox installation and written policy for post office box fees
for city residents
e Process the Cashmere Bank letter for account changes and signers



