MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Date: July 23, 2025
Time: 6:00 pm
Meeting called to order by:  Mayor Anderson at 6:00 pm
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IN ATTENDANCE
Council: Mayor Witt Anderson, Noah Estes, Lydia Koerner, Charlie Cannon, Ron Wright, Gary Lindemyer, Brenna
Campbell

Excused:

Absent:

Staff: City Manager Andrea Rogers, City Recorder Amy Szilagyi, City Planner Jaime Crawford, Finance Director, Monica
Morris

AGENDA CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS: None

SUMMARY: The City Council heard a Verizon proposal for cell antenna installation on the Mosier Bluffs
reservoir tank. The council reviewed and approved several ordinances including liability limitations and
short-term rental regulations, while also addressing floodplain management options and regulations to
maintain eligibility for federal flood insurance program funding. The conversation ended with discussions
about scheduling future meetings, addressing public infrastructure needs, and plans for facility access
control systems.

APPROVAL OF 06.18.2025 MINUTES:

MOTION: Councilor Cannon moved to approve minutes as corrected. Councilor Wright seconded. All in favor;
none opposed; none abstained.

OPEN MEETING
Public Comment - none

1. Approval of Resolution 2025-08 Adopting Water/Sewer Utility Rates & System Development Charges (SDC):
Finance Director Morris presented the annual utility rate increase, explaining that the water rate would
rise by 2% and the sewer rate by 1.5%, based on the FCS rate study.

¢ Councilor Cannon raised concerns about resources, noting that Mosier residents have
higher rates than those he has polled in surrounding areas.

e Mayor Anderson confirmed rates are higher than other areas due to the smaller
population of the city.



MOTION: Made by Councilor Campbell to adopt Resolution 2025-08 — Water and Sewer Utility Rates and System
Development Charges for the fiscal year 2025-26. Councilor Lindemyer seconded. All in favor; none opposed;
none abstained.

Verizon Cell Tower Presentation: Shanin Prusia of Urban Wireless Inc. presented a proposal to install antennas on a
water tank in Mosier to improve Verizon coverage, emphasizing the site's strategic location and potential revenue
for the city. The mayor, the council, and community member Ned Vaivoda expressed concerns about
electromagnetic fields, aesthetics, structural impacts, lease terms, and the need for more aggressive public
involvement. Shanin addressed these issues, explaining the technical aspects of antenna placement, the ability to
temporarily disable the system for maintenance, and the potential for future negotiations after the 25-year lease.
The council requested more detailed information on property maintenance, tank access, and long-term implications.
The Council decided to move forward with more detailed analysis of EMF, aesthetics, structural, and operational
issues, with Shannon agreeing to potentially cover some associated costs. City Planner Crawford explained the city's
wireless code and process, which includes a pre-application meeting and public notifications. They agreed to
schedule a future public meeting after gathering more information, with Jaime coordinating the pre-application
process. The city acknowledged the need for more public involvement and mentioned that the wireless code
captures regulations up to 2011, which may not align with current standards.

2nd Reading/Adoption: Ordinance (TBD) Limiting Liability from recreational use within the city: Ordinance #201
aims to protect the city, its employees, council members, and adjacent landowners from liability claims arising from
recreational use of public land and trails. City Attorney Westmeyer presented her report during the June 18
meeting where the Ordinance was read for the first time. Councilor Wright read the ordinance, by title only, for the
second time.

MOTION: Made by Councilor Wright to adopt Ordinance # 201 as presented. Councilor Lindemyer seconded. All in
favor; none opposed; none abstained.

2nd Reading/Adoption: Short Term Rentals (STR) Ordinance amendments: Ordinance # 202 was
presented by City Attorney Westmeyer during the June 18t meeting. The amendment seeks to update the
application process and increase the maximum licenses available, along with fine tuning other aspects of the
ordinance. Councilor Wright read the ordinance, by title only, for the second time.

MOTION: Made by Councilor Wright to adopt Ordinance #202 as presented. Councilor Cannon seconded. All in
favor; none opposed; Councilor Estes abstained.

Approval: remove signers & online access to Umpqua bank account: City Recorder Szilagyi sought the council's
approval to remove Acasia Berry as a signatory from the City’s bank account, leaving Councilors Campbell and
Wright with authority to sign checks on behalf of the City. Acasia Berry will also be removed from the CD the City
holds with Umpqua bank. Included in the request was providing online access to Finance Director Morris and City
Recorder Szilagyi for transactional review.

MOTION: Made by Councilor Lindemyer to update bank account contacts as presented. Councilor Koerner
seconded. All in favor; none opposed; none abstained.

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 6:53pm

Floodplain Ordinance per FEMA: City Planner Jaime Crawford explained to the council that the city's floodplain
regulations are currently under Title 13, outside of zoning codes, and are subject to state and federal mandates for
more stringent regulations. She outlined three options given by the state and federal governments, including
preventing development in floodplains, adopting a permit-by-permit biological option, or adopting the 2024 update



to the Oregon model floodplain ordinance. Jaime recommended adopting the third option, which would require
minimal changes and ensure compliance with federal and state requirements, while emphasizing that the process
would involve a review by FEMA and DLCD. Jaime explained that adopting Option 3 would allow the city to review
individual cases and make fair determinations about floodplain status. The council expressed concerns about the
lack of clear flood maps and historical data but decided to proceed with adopting Option 3 to maintain eligibility for
federal flood insurance program funding, while reserving the right to revise the ordinance later if needed. The
council requested Jaime to provide additional research on which properties are actually affected by the floodplain
designations.

* All members of the council were hesitant to move forward with adoption of the ordinance
due to concerns about not having exact knowledge of what properties would be affected
and wanted to review the information further before moving forward.

* Todd Reeves commented that he wanted to make sure that the council is voting with all the
correct information available and suggested that the decision be held over for further
consideration.

e City Planner Crawford explained that the ordinance before the council is simply the
required regulations. The implication of not adopting the ordinance now means
there is a potential for Mosier not to be eligible for national floodplain insurance. The
ordinance as written gives the city the most flexibility.

* Jayne Elkin stated she had major concerns as her property could be affected by this
change. She and City Planner Crawford met and discussed the changes. Jayne stated
Jaime explained the options in detail, with the result being Jayne agreeing with the path laid
outin the staff report.

Mayor Anderson stated that people could lose insurance coverage if the council didn't adopt the
ordinance now in favor of further discussion and didn't want to take that risk. His opinion was that
City Planner Crawford has proposed the most open-ended option that would allow the city to
make modifications after further review.

¢ 1°*Reading: Councilor Koerner read Ordinance #203, adopting flood hazard regulations
that reflect the 2024 Oregon model floodplain management ordinance and declaring an
emergency to meet state and federally mandated adoption deadlines in full. Seconded by
Councilor Campbell.

e 2" Reading: Councilor Wright read Ordinance # 203, adopting flood hazard regulations that
reflect the 2024 Oregon model floodplain management ordinance and declaring an
emergency to meet state and federally mandated adoption deadlines, by title only.

MOTION: Made by Councilor Wright to adopt Ordinance # 203 — adopting flood hazard regulations that reflect the

2024 Oregon model floodplain management ordinance and declaring an emergency to meet state and federally
mandated adoption deadlines. Councilor Lindemyer seconded. All in favor; none opposed; none abstained.

7. City Activities Updates/Reports:

e Mayor Anderson: Councilor Estes has joined the MCCED Board. Joint Use Facility (JUF) update: The House Bill
and Christmas Tree Funds fell through. We may need to investigate other options such as scaling back on the
design concept.

e City Manager Rogers: The city has received several requests from contractors who wish to supply water for
those outside Mosier city limits. We will only be allowing residential use only, and only if we can provide it
without impacting other residents. We are working on a fee schedule that will be brought to the council for



review. The city is also experiencing an increase in the amount of public dumping household trash in public
spaces — we are working on options to address this.

Meeting Adjourned 8:13 pm

ACTION ITEMS:
City Manager:
e  Work with Shannon, City Engineer, and City Planner to further investigate details on the Verizon cell tower
proposal, including EMF concerns, aesthetics, structural issues, operational issues, legal issues, liability, lease
amounts, inflation factors and cost reimbursement agreement.

e Work on developing a fee schedule for providing water to residences outside the City of Mosier Valley.
e Decide on closing the gate and restricting access to token holders and current pass holders if new passes are not
received by the end of the month

City Recorder:
e Correct Recreational Immunity ordinance document — adoption date of July 23, 2025
e Submit Account contact update for City’s account with Umpqua Bank
e Monitor mail for the arrival of Rock Creek Passes
City Planner Crawford:
e Meet with Shannon for a pre-application meeting and provide the city's wireless code for review.
e Provide more detailed maps and descriptions of affected properties within the Floodplain

e Arrange for a FEMA representative or someone from DLCD to come to a future City Council meeting to discuss
floodplain issues in more detail.



